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BALTIMORE, FEBRUARY 7, 1834. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 
Reisterstown Circuit, Jan. 1834. 


Dear Brother,—I send you a brief account of 
a protracted meeting held atSandy Mount meet- 
ing house. <A heavy rain delayed the meeting 
from Saturday 30th Nov. until Sunday Ist Dec. 
when it commenced under rather unfavorable 
circumstances. However, the Lord was with 


us, and the congregation deeply attentive. The. 


people of God were in the spirit of prayer—the 
conviction of penitents was deepened—sinners 
were greatly alarmed, as the ministers of Jesus 
proclaimed the deep and solemn truths of the 
pel.. On Tuesday morning we held our 
Eee feast, and I must acknowledge that such a 
feast of love, I never before attended! Both old 
and young were ‘‘filled with the Spirit,” and 
shouted aloud glory! glory! glory! and indeed 
my own soul was very happy and I said glory! 
glory! tao, 
he hath hased our pardon- 
We'll praise when we pass 

On that, night, several came forward, mani- 
festing not only-their penitence, but their anx- 
ious desire to be saved; and some two or three 
of them found peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. As the meeting continued now 
from day to day, so the Master of assemblies 
graciously continued his presence, and the re- 
sult was the conversion of 16 precious souls, 
13 of whom united themselves with our society 
at that place. | 

We were favored with the very acceptable 
services of Bro. Aaron Edwards, who had much 
liberty and success in declaring the word of life. 
We are indebted also for a timely visit from our 
worthy and zealous President, Dr. J. S. Reese; 
and also from our dear brethren, D. Zollickoffer 
and J. Webster; to all of whom we are ander 
great obligations for their acceptable labors. 

of Yours, &c. Henry Myers, 


Assistant. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. 
Batavia, January 13, 1834. 
Dear Brother,—You must excuse me for not 
writing immediately on the receipt of the books 
from you. I spenta little time to obtain sub- 
scribers for the fourth Vol. of the Methodist 
Protestant, and collect from those that were sub- 
scribers, for the 4th Vol. Also. I attended a 
rotracted meeting in the town of Barry, on 
ather Covel’s Circuit, which caused further de- 
lay. There was a quarterly meeting held,at that 
place, although’ there, were no ¢lass of Metho- 
dist..Protestants.,in that. neighborhood, The 


achers presentiat that meeting were, brothers 


a 


}crease—the people began ‘to come in to ‘see 


he 


= 


maeting as long as thete was such & manifeste- 
tion of a good work; they sent for Father Covel 
and Bro. ‘Fister, who immediately commenced 
their labours, and the good work began to in- 


wha! was going on—they occupied a’ school- 
house On.evenings, and a ‘kind hearted tavern 
‘keeper, by the name of Reed, opened his doors 


continue their meetings in. When fF arrived, I 
‘found there were many a trembling jailor and 
blind Bartimeus crying. Father Covel, that ev- 
ening, preached from these words, What must 
I do to be saved? He pointed out what they 
must do in a very clear manner—it had a good 
effect. Next day bro. Fister pointed out the 
necessity of the influence of the Holy Spirit,not 
to render men able, but willing to,do their duty. 
There seemed to be.deep feelings on the part 
of professors of different denominations, they 
prayed for Divine assistance with great importu- 
nity, they seemed to realise that salvation must 
come out of Zion, and in order for this, they 
must become burning and shining lights, and 
the salt of the earth, that they had lived indif- 
ferent too long, let their light go out, and that 
they had lost their Saviour. 
he ministers seemed to feel deeply the aw- 
ful responsibility resting upon them, and they. 
preached and prayed as though they felt deeply 
interested in the salvation of souls. The con- 
gtegation appeared to listen with profound at- 
tention and deep interest to the plain and pow- 
erful exhibitions of truth—accompanied by the 
agonizing prayer of faith, while the influence of 
the Holy Spirit was generally felt.. The meet- 
ing was peculiarly characterised for solemnity— 
sinners deeply convicted, back-sliders waking: 
up, Christians wrestling and agonising in pray- 
er, seemed to have correct views of humility.— 
In the evening, Father Covel’s subject was, Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, There were some that evening that did 
believe. The next day brother Pratt preached 
from these. words, For with the heart man be. 
lieveth unto righteousness—and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.. This had a 
good effect, for that evening there were many 
that believed that God hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, and some did venture to open their 
mouths and God filled them with praises. Some 
mourners were kept from surrendering and giv- 
ing up, because they did not know how to pray, 
but when they were made willing to open their 
mouth, they were blessed in the act, and I hope 
salvation will be the consequence. Bro.. Fister 
took the case of Bartimeus for.his subject, and 
closed by using Christ's: words, “‘Go thy way, 
thy faith hath made thee whole.” This was,truly 
the case, there.were a number that had wiffess- 
ed for Jesus, that although they were once blind 
they.now saw. Bro. Fister closed with exhort- 
ing them to follow Jesus. in the way (not out,of 


| Churches-~after which, he invited any. présent, 


and tendered them the use of his ball room to| 


church governments .of the M. P. and M. 


who wished to unite|with the M. P. Chureh,and 
sixteen united with ug to travel all the length of 
the celestial road. [£ am informed they now 
number twenty-five-——the meeting continues 
more are expecting to join. babsea 
we For the Methodist Protestant, 
Rockland Circuit, Haverstraw, Jan. 19, 1834, 
Dear Brother,—Having to write to) you on 
business, ] would also embrace the opportunity 
of giving you a short account of, our prosperity 


fon this. circuit, although our increase of num- 


bers has not been so great as it was last year,or 
as we could have wished. Yet the additions 
have een considerable, and our condition as a 
church, in many respects improved. We have 
received or. probation an increase of about 40 
members. ‘The brethren have in operation, the 
erection of three houses of worship, which they 
expect to finish against spring. Wehave form- 
ed two Sabbath schools, the anniversary of one 
was held not Jong since in this:village.. The 
meeting was opened by reading a portion of 
scripture and prayef.. Bro. Oakley delivered a 
suitable address to the children; after which, six 
of the scholars addressed the congregation from 
the stage which was erected for the purpose, im 
front of the pple The scene was truly affect- 
ing, one of the scholars spoke with such zeal 
and eloquence, while addressing the officers and 
teachers,together with the parents and children, 
that tears flowed from many eyes.’ After the 
exercises were Closed, a collection was taken 
for the purpose of aiding the Sunday-School 
Library. I am pleased that our members in most 
parts of our circuit seem to be alive to Godjand 
earnestly laboring for the prosperity of Zion; on 
the whole, I think we are doing as well'as we 
can expect, considering the opposition we: still 
have to contend with, and the unfair'‘manner in 
which it is continued. I wil} relate one circum- 
stance that occurred about {Our weeks ago, about 
four miles from this village —There was-a 
position made to build a meeting house for the 
accommodation of the different denominations; 
this was not acceded to on the part of the M.E; 
Church, and they issued a subscription paperto - 
build one for themselves—they called on some 
of the influential people of the neighborhood, 
who refused to sign, and assigned ‘asa ‘reason 
for not giving, that they thought it improper: to 
place the church property under, thé control of 
the General Conference. This remonstrance 
elicited a vindication of the deed ‘of settlement, 


as set forth in the discipline of the MyE2Charch, 
by the preacher in charge ofthis circhit. 


cordingly it was published that the’ preacher: 
would read and explain the thin to the-people. 


rait, Amis, and..Remyer, assistants,to Father| the way) which way was.in some church, andin| The time: having arrived, Bro. Witsel'and my- 
Covel. "Dheir the of holiness. : Father Covel then arose | self attended—alter preaching, the ‘congrega- 
Lord. It .was considered, best to. continue the'and gave a clear: and. coneise view :of:the-two tion were told by the: preacher; that: -hé would: 
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tamély and passively submitted the property to. 


All seemed to be peace, and there were evident 


ive them ‘his opinion in relation to the deed of 
settlement, but instead of giving his opinion,he 
boldly :asserted ‘that the bishops and preachers 
of the M. E. Church had no. more contral over 
their church property, than any person present. 
And to prove this, cited the congregation to the 
case of the Pittsburg property; he told the peo- 
ple that the Reformers took forcible possession 
of the property,’and the bishops and preachers 


them. Bit forall these assertions, he produced 
fd testimony; either ftom the deed of settle- 
ment, ‘or: the decision of the supreme court, 
which decided the case. We appointed a meet- 
ing the: next evening, in the neighborhood, for 
the purpose of‘replying ‘to these statements— 
which ‘was attended by a large number of the 
inhabitants. After preaching, Bro. Witsil pro- 
ceeded to read and explain the deed of settle- 
ment, ‘as set forth in the Discipline of the M. E. 
Church—he also shewed the nature of the trial, 
and read. the decision of the supreme court, 
which was done much to the satisfaction of the 
ople. I have since noticed an article in the 
istb No. of the Christian Advocate and Jour- 
nal, headed ¢hurch property not deeded to the 
Conferetice. Now as a full and fair develop- 
ment’ of the deed of settlement, showing the 
power and control of the General Conference 
ovet chureh property, would be subsetvient to 
the interest of the church, and highly gratifying 
to many enquirers after truth, I hope that some 
of ‘your able ‘correspondents in this district, will 
bestow a little of their time to set forth this sub- 
ject in a-clear Rene before the public. 
Wours, &e. A.J. Prercy, 


Superintendent of Rockland Circuit. 
Xenia, O. January 14, 1834. 


- Dear Bro. Springer,—After preaching in Chi- 
lo, in Nevil, and at brother Kerus’, I weut to 
New Richmond, in company with bro. T. Davis, 
and attended Quarterly Meeting. There was a 
great rain—the snow melted—the mud was 
deep—but few attended from a distance, yet our 
meeting was good throughout. Five persons 
sented themselves to be admitted into the 
church; only three of them I think will be re- 
ceived. [am glad to see that our brethren are 
careful on the subject of building up our infant 
Zion with good materials,—‘‘wood, hay and 
stubble” will not do; we must have ‘‘gold,silver 
and precious stone,” or not prosper. Bro. Da: 
vis informed me of an organization at With- 
emsville, in his circuit, which had taken place a 
few days before, of thirteen members, and that 
they expected to enlarge their work on all sides 
this years, The Lord send them prosperity. 
On Tuesday, we had'a good meet- 
ing at.Cluff meeting hoase—added one member 
to that excellent society; aud so passed on to 
Cincinnati-preached Wednesday night —atten- 
ded quarterly conference on the night following. 


indications of ‘approaching prosperity, and now, 
J hear,of.their gracious visitations, and rejoice 
in all their happiness and success. On Xenia 
circuit our adjourned quarterly meeting was held 
on the 7th and Sth of Dec. in Bellsbrook. It 
was.a pretty goodseason. Three members were 
added to’ the church. Our principles have a 
firm hold on the public mind, and we have some 
adversaries. About 30 members:in all have 
been received on this circuit since conference; 
more ‘than half of them are in Dayton. this 


METHODIST,.PROTESTANT. 


larger, and there.is some excitement of a good, 
ey some of anevil kind. All I trust will work 
for the furtherance of the truth as it is in Jesus 
Christ. 
On circuit the quarterly meeting 
was unusuall : 
ded, and more than that number I think were 
converted—at the close on Monday, there were 
several seekers, who seemed to be resolved to 
struggle on, after the pearl of great price. The 
circuit isin a good condition. _. 


Bro. Saul Hinkle was invited to organize a 
society of some 18 or 20 members, close by 
Urbanna, on. the Sunday afier Christmas. The 
work is increasing on brother Parish’s hands, 
and brother S,.C. Drury.is now employed to as- 

So far as I can learn, from brother William H. 
Collins who has just returned from a missionary 
tour through Indiana, and by communications 
from different directions, our way is opening 
through the wilderness,and we shall yet,through 
the blessing of the Lord Jesus Christ upon our 
labors, rise—take a firm hold on public confi- 
dence, and wave the Methodist Protestant flag, 
over a liberty loving, and a pious people, in all 
this Western country, before many years shall 
have rolled away. 


The work done by us, should be done for 
Christ, and as he directs, and that too, in full 
view of the unchanging realities of boundless 
eternity. Let us avoid anarchy and tyranny,and 
maintain just government, in a christian spirit,— 
preaching all the while; the pure and undefiled 
religion of the New Testament. Let us receive 
members, not on party, but on christian princi- 
ples, that we may, as instruments in the hand of 
God, train them up for immortality. 

Georce Brows. 


O. Jan. 14, 1834, 


Our first Quarterly Meeting for this station 
was held on the 7th and 8th ults. at which we 
had the labors of Bro. Shinn. He was consid- 
erably afflicted with cold, but labored with much 
zeal, and his efforts were well received. We 
had quite an interesting meeting throughout, 


and closed by love feast on Sabbath night, at) 


which time we received into fellowship with us 
15 names on probation and one by letter. On 
Christmas day we held prayer meeting at six 
o'clock in the morning, preaching at 11 o’clock, 
and general class at night, at the last meeting 
we had a most heavenly time—members spoke, 
and spoke with feeling and judgment, who had’ 
never before spoken in a meeting of that kind— 
many professed to be seeking a deeper work of 
grace, to be longing for holiness of heart—at 
which my soul was delighted aud my heart made 
glad. We had several mourners at the altar— 
one of whom yas carried home helpless, and lay 
in that condition until about one o’clock that 
night, when she arose shouting the praises of 
our Jesus having received a bright, a glorious 
evidence of her acceptance. A few nights after 
she was made happy in Divine love, and gave a 
powerful exhortation and prayed feelingl y for 
mournérs. We have received since my arrival 
in this station, six members by letter, four from 
the "Old church, and 2 from the ranks of the 
enemy, several of whom, bless the Lord, have 
found the sinner’s Friend. Glory to God in the 
highest! we thank Him for what he has done, 
but we expect Him to do much more. M 


town (Xenia) our congregations are growing 


health has failed considerably, and my friends 


y interesting; 15 members were ad-| 


attend sO many prayer meetings, but how can J 
refraiti when souls are hungry for the Bread of 
Life. Bens W. Jounson. 


Pitisburgh, January 14, 1834. 

My dear Bro.—At the request of our Leader’s 
Mpoting I forward to you the following state- 
ment of our present condition and farther pros- 
yects. Our congregations on the Sabbath are 
oubled, and on Thursday evenings trebled since 
the commencement of the present conference 
year; and the improvement in their general at- 
tention, and solemnity of deportment in the 
house of God is fully equal to the increase in 
numbers. And as. many of those who have 
lately commenced a regular attendance on the 
ministry of God’s holy word, aré persons in the 
bloom of youth, or meridian of life, our expec- 
tations are raised by a sincere hope that the 
waiting multitude wait not in vain. We have 
added thirty members to the church, and Jeho- 
vah Jesus has blessed our feeble efforts in the 
conversion of a goodly number of immortal 
souls. This good work in its progress has re- 
sembled the falling dew on the tender herb, noise- 
less, but efficient, in reviving the drooping, and 
in imparting life to the dead. Our Love-feast 
and watch-night were seasons which I doubt not 
will be remembered by many when the drop- 
pings of the sanctuary shall be exchanged for 
the boundless ocean of unfathomable love— 
Peace reigns in the society generally, and hope 
gladdens the hearts of many who believe that 
these are but as drops of that cloud of mercy 
which shall yet burst on our thirsty Zion. 


"The little cloud increases still, 
The heavens are big with rain; 
We haste to catch the teeming shower, 
And all its moisture drain: 
A nil, a stream, a torrent flows, 
But pour thy mighty flood, 
O! sweep the nations, shake the earth, 
all proclaim thee God.” 
Joun 
RELIGIOUS, 


For the Methodist Pretesteat. 
ON BAPTiIsmM. No. 5. 


Mr. Editor,—In a former communication I 
wrote particularly on the first part of Christ’s 
commission to his apostles I now propose 
speaking something of another part included 
in the words, “baptising them in the name of 
the Father, &c.” Inasmuch ‘as we know this 
to be a controvorted point, we propose noticing 


the subject carefully in the following manner. 
Ist The administrator. 


2d The subjects. | 

dd The mode. 

4th The benefits arising from it. 

Ist The worth or merit of the administrator, 
as it regards piety, and intelligence, or being 
himself baptised before or after conversion, 
either by immersion or sprinkling is of no con- 
sequence, if the church sets him apart as a pro- 
per and fit person to perform it, and retains 
him as such, and he does perform the ordinance 
with due solemnity ia.the instituted and estab- 
lished form of the church. | 
We state Ist, piety or intelligence are not 
necessary to render the ordinance valid. Jesus, 
the most intelligent and perfectly pious, bap- 


y|tised none except by his apostles. The rea- 


sons in this case are obvious! Had He bapti 


advise me not to preach so earnestly, and not to 


sed, the persons would no doubt have conclu- 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT: 


establishing the validity of the ordinances con-; 
nected with it. gal 
Rd He must have faith ia, and administer it 
in the prescribed form of the church, (for the 
church has the right of determining upon the 
mode) which has set him apart or recognized 
him as an efficient administrator of the ordi- 

3d He must believe also, that the subject has 
not received a satisfactory baptism, (as such to. 
the subject) and perform it.in that solemn and 
impressive manner, that should ever character-| 
me the outward sign of the inward grace in the 

eart. 

4th He must believe it to be by the authority 
of God, and a direct injunction on him asa 
minister. S. J. H. 
Jan. 30th, 1834. 
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ded their. baptism,.more. valid, than. those who 
were not fortunate; enough to be baptised by 
him. That. he might not baptise in his, own 
name, and maintain'the dignity of the baptism 
ofthe Holy,Ghost, and to shew that the validi- 
ty of the ordinance did not depend upon the 
worth of, the administrator. St. Paul was a 
worthy. and pious administrator, and yet. he 
baptised but few probably for the same reason, 
lest some should say Paul baptised me, and 
Apollos you, and. Paul is greater than Apollos. 
The administrator should certainly be a pious 
and upright man,; not because he is an admin- 
istrator of the ordinances, but because he is a 
member of the church, and a follower of the 
Lord Jesus. It is true his piety should be ex- 
emplifed before being set apart, yet should he 
apostatise from the faith, his acts are certainly 
valid, as long as he exercises his ministerial 
function by the authority of the church. 


2d The baptism of the administrator before or 
after conversion, seems not to constitute the 
validity of the ordinance, as there are instances 
in the New Testament of baptism before and af- 
ter, and there seems to be no differeuce as to 
the promises or benefits derived therefrom. 
The twelve apostles seem not to have been bap- 
tised with the Christian baptism (or in the name 
of the Trinity) at all. Yea, John the Baptist 
was not baptised at all that we have any ac- 
count of. Jesus Christ was not baptised strict- 


Gospel, out of ‘the world that lieth in wicked- 
ness, into the obedience, and, worship of the 
Lorp. In other words it means, the whole 
body of saints united in' Christ, acknow! ging 
him as ‘their head. Until the 99th year 
Abraham, thete appears to | bé no special cove-' 
nant of promise except to Caingand Noah. 
The covenant made with Abraham was, “that 
in his seed all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed,” and enjoined on him to, have every 
male circumcised from eight days old and up-. 
wards. It any omitted this, their child was to 
be cut off from Israel, thus we find children are 
included in the Abrahamic covenant, or church. | 
There can be no doubt but that Gop did con- 
stitute in his church the membership of infants, 
and admitted them to it by a religious ordinance 
(circumcision) and since infants must be re-. 
ceived, it must be with or without baptism, and 
as no one is taken into the church without 
baptism, it is quite clear they must be baptised. 
ie is true there are no express examples of 
Christ or his apostles baptising children, yet we. 
hear of household’s being baptised, and there is 
great probability that there were children. Be-' 
sides if we are to do maui without express: 
scripture authority, we shall not administer the . 
Lord's supper to ladies—keep the first day of 
the week—nor attend public worship, for none 
of these things are expressly commanded.— - 
Christ sedeived children and blessed them, and 


ON THE SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM. NO. 6. 


Jesus Christ directed his apostles to “teach 
and baptise all nations,” hence we learn that 
the people of all nations are the subjects of bap- 
tism. Now the component parts of a nation 
are men, women and children. There never 
was anation without men, women and chil- 
dren, and at the time Christ gave the commis- 
sion every nation under the sun were thus com- 
posed. Hence we conclude that men, women 
children, are the proper subjects for baptism. 


ly speaking at all, because we find John was 
the administrator in this case, and John only 
baptised with the baptism of repentance, now it 
is quite evident that Christ had not sinned to be 
in need of this baptism. It is my opinion that 
it was simply a'Wetting apart for the office of 
pyiest according to the Jewish law, which re- 
quired washing, &c. P 

3d Immersion nor sprinkling, not necessary 
to set apart the administrator for this ordinance. 
If a regular suceession of immersion from min- 
ister to minister alone, would “validate the or- 
dinance, then it must have commenced. with 
Adam or at least with Christ, but on this ground 
Clirist might have objected to the baptism of 
John, for John says I have need. to be baptised 
of thee—then if John could say I have never 
been baptised myself, and therefore am not fit 
to baptise you unless you first baptise me, might 
not Jesus have said this does not alter the case 
a whit. But John baptised without this requi- 
site, and if we read the 3d chapter of John’s 
Gospel, we shall find that Jesus baptised by his 
disciples before they were even baptised by 
John. But John knew he had been set apart 
to baptise, he therefore did not require any set- 
ting apart by baptism as a testimony of his right 
nor did the Jews. St. Paul cries, ‘‘1 am not 
sent to baptise, but to preach the Gospel,” yet 
Paul believed his baptisms valid, though he had 
no special mission to baptise. His being set 
apart as a minister, included the accompanying 
right to baptise, provided it be done in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. I will 
now notice what is necessaay to set apaita 
minister for the performance of this ordinance. 


Ist The church possesses the right to receive 
as a minister, or reject any one who shall think 
himself moved to preach or baptise. If they 
find in him zeal for the glory of Gop, and an 
ardent desire for the salvation of souls, and he 
has talents, humility, perseverance, charity, &c. 
such as mark him, as being qualified. for the 
work. The church is bound to. recognize him 
as called of God, and grant to him the neces- 
sary credentials for the fulfilling his mission, and 


There is an idea that has gained considerable 
pomonere in the religious world, that adult be- 
ievers and them alone, were the proper subjects 
of baptism, that this idea could not have origi- 
nated from the scriptures we are quite certain. 
We might enumerate many instances in the 
New Testament to show that all who were bap- 
tised, were not believers.,or converts as the 
term is now used, but we will content ourselves 
with mentioning only afew There were bap- 
tised all Jerusalem and Judea, and all the re- 
gions round about Jordan, yet we do not sup- 
pose they were all converts to the tenets of 
Jesus at that time—-a very few only are men- 
tioned by St. Luke as not being baptised, and 
yet very many set Jesus at naught. The Phil- 
lippian Jailor and his household received bap- 
tism, and yet we have no account that any of 
them believed except the jailor himself... The 
Ethiopean eunich baptised by Philip, only ac- 
knowledged that he believed Christ to be the 
Son of God. After his baptism he went on his 
way rejoicing, he did not rejoice before, and 
why? because he had not believed with a heart 
unte righteousness. 

Simon was baptised by Peter, and afterwards 
pronounced by the same apostle to be in the 
gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity.” 
The thief upon the cross, if he ever received 
baptism at all, it must have been before he be-. 
lieved in Christ for he could not afterwards. 

Again, Peter cries repent and_ be baptised in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins. Here we find the apostle puts down bap- 
tism as a means of grace, he promises them if 
they will thus act, that they, shall receive the 
Holy Ghost, and there was three thousand ad- 
ded to the church the sage day. Querry?— 
Were they all truly converted to God? ) 

In order properly to understand who are sub- 


jects of baptism we should first understand what} 


a church is, as it appears to be the initiating 
ordinance into the. ghurch. The» word church 
was anciently used to signify any public meet- 
ing of persons, either for lawful or unlawful pur- 


oses, but in the modern sense it is only used to 
Besignate a society of men, called of Gop by the 


pronounced them fit subjects for the kin dom’ 


of heaven, and can there be any being fit for 


heaven, and not fit for the chyfch on earth? T° 

From the year 400 to 1150, a period of 750 
years there was no society of men that pretend- 
ed it to be unlawful to baptise children. t 

A writer intimately with Polyearp,. 
declares that the church learned from the apos-. 
tles to baptise children.. Ambrose who wrote, 
about 374 years after Christ, declares that. the, 
baptism of infants had been the practice of the. 
apostles themselves. Moreover there is not a. 
single case in the New Testament, in which the 
descendants of christian. parents were baptised, 
in adult years, That, infants are not proper 
subjects for baptism, because they cannot. pro-, 
fess faith in Christ, I deny. This objection falls, 
with as much weight on the ordinance ,of citr, 
cumcision, as on baptism, we are of the opinion 
that there was no necessity for mentioning the 
subject in the New Testament, because. it had, 
been ordered of God, and had not been repeal,, 
ed and was the constant practice of the church. 
God in his wisdom saw, fit in the 99th year of 
Abraham, to make children members. of his 
church even at 8 days old, and they have con-. 
tinued so ever since, and woe be unto the chris-. 
tian parent that keeps his child, who is acknow-, 
ledged to be a fit subject for heaven, out of the 
church, and thereby deprives them of the privi- 
ledges of the church. ‘Then we assert, Inas- 
much as children are fit subjects for the church, 
they are for baptism., Baptism 1s used in Pd 
christian dispensation, in the same pa Oo 
cision was in the Jewish, then all whogare fit 
subjects for church, are subjects of Christian 
baptism in al] nations, whether men, af 


~* 


children. | 
Jan. 29th, 1834, 


The sin of our first parents was a complica- 
ted sin; for thereby they not only broke the 
covenant of works, and all the commandments 
of God, but also struck at allhis. glorious per- 
fections.—Anon. 
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But, my dear sisters, while I am. unwilling. 
that_you should bear the entire burden of re- 


proach, permit me, respectfully to declare, that 


you are not innocent ‘‘of this t transgres-, 
sion-’ So far, fom this, you have need to be 
reminded that the apostle has addressed himself 
particularly to you. “In like manner also, thal 
women, Sc.” There.is a parallel passage, 1 Pe- 
ter 3 ch, 3: 4 ys,—which fully supports this 
sentiment; so that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses the propriety of—the reason for and the 
necessity of modest, (plain) cheap apparel is 
aM established, The propriety of such dress, 
is clearly seen. 

festation of our having weaned our affections 
from the things of the world, which degree of 
grace is absolutely necessary so long as the 
scriptures remain as they are. It is necessary 
that the effects of the gospel be seen jn you, in 
order that gain-sayers may be abashed, and poor, 
penitents may have their confidence 
increased, And besides all this, unless your 
religion is manifest in its excisive effects, your 
spiritual advice will be little worth to your neigh- 
bours, who have learned scripture enough to 
know, that a tree is known by its fruits; so that if 
you dress like the world, they might. naturally 
But 2. The propriety of such dress, is evident, 
for it is an emblem of the child-like simplicity 
of the daughters of Christ, which grace is abso- 
lutely essential. And 3. It is evident from the 


fact, that if we do not dress in such manner, i. e. 


in modest and cheap apparel, we do not keep 
the of Christ—ergo, we do not 
love him—ergo, we shall not be blessed, we shall 
not hiive a right to the free of life, nor shall we 
enter in through the gates, into the city! But 
the reason, for the Lord does nothing, without 
having a reason for it; the reason for plain, 
cheap dress, is given by the two apostles, above 
quoted, and this is it—“that we may be adorned, 
with emg works and with a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is, in the sight of God, of great price!” 
Now as to good works, how much more would 
you be adorned with these, were you, properly, 
to deny and take up this profitable 
cross? You may look over your wardrobe, my 
sister; if you suffer the devil to make out the 
catalogue for you, you will discover nothing un- 
necessary; nay rather a deficiency, for the pride 
of life and the lust of the eye are never satisfied. 
Bat if you would get upon your knees, and hold 
the lamp of God (the Bible) so that it might 
the you would see, liter- 
pearls that you have been casting (shewin 

swine (the world); and you May 
ble at the recollection, that you have been for 
ars, not a day, or a week, but for years, seek- 
ing the honour that cometh from men, rather than 
the honour which cometh from God!! ‘Freely 
gou have received?” and freely you should have 

not wasted! Oh, how much good you 
might have done, with the money you gave for 
that laée! those jewels! those ruffles! the unne- 
Cessary yards of rich gingham, calico, and meri- 
noWthat hang dangling and useless’ in those 
mopstrous arm sacks! Alas! my sister, you have 
not only disobeyed your God (1 Tim. 2 ch. 9, 
10 vs.—1 Pet. 3 ch. 3,4 vs.) but you have wast- 
ed inghe purchase of these things, the means Of 


* exercising a holy and an extensive charity, 


which “‘covers.the multitude of sins!’ But, 
says the devil, they are convenient! and this is 
just like other things which spring from the same. 


I. In its being a proper mani- | 


pect your advice to savour of the world also.j. : 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


unholy foontain. (John 8—44—for he is liar) 
Wiil they be’ convenient when they are out of 
fashioh?:'Oh, for shame, make not these frivolous 
excuses, but be consistent and say——yes, say that 
you, (O, tell it not in'Gath!) say that you P 

the applause of fools, to the approbation of your 
Lord!!—But the adorning of a: meek and quiet 
spirit, is in the sight of God, of great price; and 
gay dress, absolutely tends to pride and unquiet- 
ness. Yes, these toys of earth, which the chris- 
tian should detest and abhor, we stick.upon our 
corruptible, condemned dust; and are proudly 
puffed up with self importance. | 


“And pity weeps, as on the frothy surge. 

Of fashion toss’d, we [pass her by, like sail 

Before some devilish blast, and take no time 

To think, and never do, ’till on the rock 

We dash of ruin, anguish, and despair.” 
Course of Time—B. 8. 


Now, surely from this, we perceive the ne- 
cessity of the admonition urged upon. us] by 
these holy men, and without detaining you lon- 
ger upon so plain a point, I dismiss it with the 
uttering of a fervent prayer that “the Lord may 
incline your hearts to keep this law.” 

Lacipar. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MINISTERIAL. 


Mr. Editor,—W hat are the duties of Superin- 
tendents? These are specified in the book of 
discipline. Look on page 50 if you please, and 
you will find, among other things, that a Super- 
intendent shall ‘‘fill the pulpits, or have them 
filled, in accordance with the regulations of the 
Quarterly Conference, &c.”” This, I suppose, 
signifies that he is to preach at every appointed 
time and place—a requirement, an obligation of 
discipline. Laying aside the book of discipline 
as a piece of human authority, to which our min- 
isters have subscribed, Jet us look at the institu- 
tion of Christianity; and although it does not 
signify any thing about denominations, much less 
their peculiarities, yet, it does impose on minis- 
ters that they should “‘preach the word,” and 
‘tbe instant in season, and out of season, &c.”’ 
The New Testament abounds with instructions 
on the subject of ministerial faithfulness—in- 
structions which are, no doubt, familiar to all 
who fill the sacred office, and are of the most 
serious character. In view of these things, I 
do believe, that every minister and preacher,is seri- 
ously bound to fill up his appointments, if Provi- 
dence permit. How shall the people hear without 
a preacher. ‘‘Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God.” That is, the trne 
saving faiyh cometh by hearing the word of God 
preached. Asa church we have made arrange- 
ments that the people shall hear, and, according 
to this arrangement, the people assemble and 
expect to hear the word preached—it is the least 
of their expectations to be disappointed—the 
public sense and feeling require faithfulness of 
the’ minister in this particular. Ifhe be faithful, 
the prosperity of the church will be the conse- 
quence; if he be not@faithful, there will be sad 
loss reg among the brethren and peo- 
ple of the wor'd, and the loss in other respects 
is not difficult to foresee. I believe that one 
great reason why ministers go up to conference 
without having received their salaries is, that 
‘they have neglected to fill wp their appoint- 
ments. Why then should they complain! Now, 
sit, it is a fact, that the conferences have suffer; 


ed! much because of this kind of unfaithfulness. 


T have noticed that some thinistéts leave their 
fields of labour too soon. I received a letter’s 
few days ago from a member of our charch, in 
which he says, we have had ‘no preaching’ for 
nearly two months, nor do we expect to have 
any before March!"’ Would you believe it? This 
is not the only case! Poor sheep, what will be-~ 
come’ of them’ without a shepherd? And what 
becomes of ministerial responsibility? ‘The day 
is coming in which men shall be judged! Ye 
pastors! what will ye account for yourselves, 
who leave the flocks to suffer? | 

Here lies the secret. Brethren become tired, 
and like school boys and apprentices at the end 
of the year, must have a little holliday and go 
home to visit their relations and friends, and 
use up time for self. Now, Mr. Editor, as 
much respect as I havefor the pleasant ties of con- 
sanguinity and friendship, I cannot consent that 
ministers of Jesus Christ should forsake their 
field of labour after this sort. Itis an unwar- 
rantable use of time. There is no authority for 
it in the New Testament; on the contrary, the 
blessed Jesus taught a constant devotion to his 
cause. Hear it, and let ministers be instructed, 
“and another disciple said unto him, Lord, suf- 
fer me first to os bury my father. Bat 
Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the 
dead bury their dead.’’ Matt. VIII. ch. 220, 
See also, ‘Matt. xii. ch. 47—37.” x. ch. 37. 
and the parallel texts in the other writers of the 
gospel. 

If we lift up our eyes, we shall behold the 
fields all ready and white to the harvest. Souls 
are perishing continually! Shall minsiters ap- 
pointed to the honorable of com- 

lling the multitude in, that the house of the 

rd may be furnished with guests, retire from 
the field when they can conveniently remain in? 
Nay, rather, let them go out in the highways 
and hedges, and cry, Salvation to the people! 
We certainly have no time to lose in this im- 
portant matter. ~ Eternity is at hand! 


Again, it is expected that a minister should 
know personally all the members of his charge, 
and visit them frequently as a pastor, and not in 
any other capacity. This is an important duty, 
and ought not to be neglected. It is frequently 
the case that, the most good is done in a church 
by going from house to house. If a minister 
neglect to perform this duty, he will soon be ap- 
prised that his church ,is dissatisfied, and that 
his congregation declines,—and how can it be 
otherwise? The people will say, our minister 
does not care for us, or else he would visit us. 
Do our ministers admit this duty! Then, I ask, 
do they perform it? Ifthey do not, why, cer- 
tainly, they ought to amend forthwith. Let none 
say that this duty is discharged, unless they vis- 
it as ho/y men of God. 

Again: I have noticed that in some places, 
the local and travelling preachers seldom or 
never exhibit the great principles of reform be- 
fore the people. The zeal of former years is 
almost gone. certain I am, that the people 
generally, remain almost in perfect ignorance 
upon this interesting subject. Why should it 
be so? Is not the cause as dear now, as ever it 
was? And ought it not to be set forth on ever 
proper occasion, and in every proper manner? | 
It seems to me that all occasions are proper for 
this—if any doubt it, let them learn some lessons 
from Luther and his cotemporaries. The cause 
of reform is good at any time and place—it is 
never out of place. But perhaps the members 
of the church oppose this measure, and tie down 
the hand of their minister, and disallow apy 
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thing being said upon the subject. I will con- 


. sider this matter in order. These things ought 
not so to be. Ministers, arise! and forth in 

the spirit of the great master. May his blessing 

attend you. 
ECCLESIASTICAL. 


Wee the Mothediet Protectens. 


Mr. Editor,—I. feel deeply concerned for the 
ministry of our church, and have often admited 
their zeal for christian liberty manifested, by: 
uniting themselves to,our church, when both 

wer and a povision for themselves in old age, 
and for their families in case of death were se- 
cured.to them in the old church, and almost 
any (if not all) of our itinerant ministers would 
have met with a hearty reception in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. Indeed I do not know 
one, who ia point of talents and piety, is not 
equal to many beloging to that church.. Their 
love for the rights of the local peachers and the 
laity, should endear them to both, and make us 
as a people willing to relieve that natural anxie- 
ty, which they must feel when they look into 
futurity, in regard to themselves and their fami- 
lies. I have been long impressed with the 
opinion that with a little exertion a plan might 
be accomplished, to provide an ample fund for 


the exigencies of the worn cut preachers of our}. 


conference, and the families of such, as shal! 
die‘in the itinerant ranks. I would therefore 
most respectfully propose, that every member 
of our church, who feels himself able, should 
send to our next,annual conference by the de- 
legate from his circuit, a donation for the ex- 
press purpose of providing a fund for the sup- 

ort of superannuated preachers, and the wi- 
See and children of such as shall die in the 
itinerancy. In addition to this, I would pro- 
pose, that every individual member or other 


| 


willing and able’ to aid in so good 


cause, should at once signify to you as the edi- 
tor of the M. Protestant, his willingness to pay 
ten dollars annually for a limited time towards 
this fund. I am willing to be one of the num- 
ber, and have accordingly sent un my name; 
and if the proposition meets with encourage- 
ment, as I hope it wil, my ten dollars shall be 
setit on to our conference in April, iff live till 
then: I shall never have given ten dollars more 
cheerfully, or I believe for a better purpose. I 
feel assured in my own mind, that there are 
more than one hundred individuals in the Mary- 
land District, who could spare this amount with- 
out feeling its loss, and would with great plea- 
sure make such ‘a contribution. The fund thus 
raised, together with the donations of the 
preachers’ aid societies, might be. invested in 
some stock giving a good interest, and be under 
the direction of a committee chosen for the pur- 
pose residing in Baltimote. It would be well 
to publish the names of such brethren, as shall : 

to the proposal, provided a respectable 
number should do so. - If any better measure 
can be ‘suggested to attain the object, I will 
most cheerfully yield, as my sole object is to ac- 
complish the’end proposed, and I am not par- 
ticularly wedded to my own proposition. Who 
can‘avoid feeling an ardent desire to place our 
itinerant brethren ina situation, which will re- 
lieve their minds from that anixiety, which their 
present-condition must inspire? Let any man 


ask himself, if he would be willing to labour for] 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


to labour, through affliction or old age, that he] 
could’ be taken care of, or whet he shall ‘die, 
that his wife and little ones would find a shelter 
or afriend.’ We, who’ attend to our own ‘do- 
mestic affairs, think we make many sacrifices 


the church, and in truth we do'so: but 


must be permitted to say many of our itineratits 
make greater sacrifices. There are many of 
them, who could stay at home with their fami- 
lies and make much more money than they can} 
on our circuits. They make sacrifies therefore 
not only in their domestic enjoyments, but in 
pecuniary matters also. A proper view of this 
subject, I feel convinced, would induce us all 
to be willing to sacrifice a little more for the 
good of the church. No people have ever been 
more generous than the Protestant Methodists. 
The love of freedom and liberality go hand in 
hand. I would also suggest to the itinerant 
preachers to form an association among them- 
selves, and apply a certain proportion of their 
marriage fees annually to this general fund. A 
general book fund is also very desirable in our 
church, and I think a plan somewhat similar to 
the one I have proposed to raise a conference 
fund, might be effectual to raise a 05 1. 
Eastern Shore, Md. Janunary 24, 1834. 
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(Continued from page 37,) 
(No. 2.) 

What, meanwhile, ought to be the influence 
of these social manners upon the works, in 
which the expression of these manners find 
themselves not visibly imprinted; but which, 
have necessarily received and reflected them?7— 
Believe you that this species of servility,of tim- 
idity of mind can accord with the great, and the 
noble inspirations? I think not. All those pieces 
of Young’s impressions of a uniform and vulgar 
flattery, are marked at the same time, with cold- 
ness and insignificance. These works in which 
Thomson had not been inspired by a passion 
strong and true, which he had imposed as the 
literature of the cabinet are equally mediocre. 
The foreign imitation, the servile imitation of 
‘France, and the ascendant of an imperious so- 
cial hierarchy, such were then the causes, which 
in England at this epoch restrained the effect of 
genius. All the time that it suffered it to domi- 
neer, its march was feeble and constrained. It 
rose only when it discovered some new hori- 
zon, when it was freed from this double subor- 
dination of thoughts. 
. Let us endeavor to follow this subject, let us 
seek how genius has been able to open for itself 
‘in England those routes unknown at that time; 
what finally has been the principle or originality, 
which has combined itself with this literature so 
timid and facticious? | 

Gentlemen, it is here, that questions present 


the’ public, for a scanty and precarious support 


‘themselves, which, return to the. mind without 


45 


productions of the great. writers, and never by 
the reasonings, more or less. ingenious of the: 
critics; these questions of novelty inthe arts, of 
truth in the sentiments, these questions of liter 


south, these questions of literature classic.and 
literature free, if they may, be cfilled'so.. In what: 
has the 18th century failed? What kind of beau- 
ty can yet be created by a strong.and-corret im- 
agination? What has the poetry of France been? 

hat can it become in other times, 
Poetry in France, and in Voltaire, which was! 
all the poetry of the 18th century, was singular- 
ly the expression. of elegant, polite, and brilliant 
society. Voltaire, for example, never occupied 
himself with melancholy, if the word had been 
much in fashion in his time, he would have ridi- 
culed it; in practice, he never dreamed of it, 
himself—was he more familiar with country? I 
believe not—and it has been said wittily eno 
that in his epic poem of the 
no grass for the horses. 9 | 
We find in the Henriade, an eloquent, 'bril- 
liant, and judicious translation in verse of the 
system of gravitation. The doctrine of tolera- 
tion is very ably developed in the christian’ 
heaven, into which St. Louis conducts Heary 


ideas. Voltaire seems not to have regarded ex- 
terior nature. 


In effect, gentlemen, the mind of man is 80 


ed by one predilection, without other interests 


it was so witty, that it was in iteelf, its only 


charms, that they did not open the windéws to 
look at the country. , . 


See especially, the Abloe Delish, he felt at 


upon the chart of the productions of the mind, 
and that he had perceived a country through 


were the fields of nature. Then by a calcula- 
tion of experience, and of taste, he had said, 


did he sing the country, because it delighted his 
soul? Alas! No. In his poem upon the gar- 
dens, he paints the impressions, and if we may 
say it, the scenery of the city.. In his. man of 
the fields, he takes much more time to desoribe a 


has not the emotion of Virgil, the love of fields. 
His turns, his apostrophes, his transports of soul 
always belong to the recollections, to the 


court. He is often animated with noble and 
tender sentiments, but in the end, it is social 
life,and not country life which pre-occupies him, 


Virgil could be a master) of botany, 


strictly agree with nature. With ruddys 


comes the long white crane, detested by 


expression of the poet, in seeing upon the 
of the Luxembourg budding, and reddeni athe 
young shoots indicating spring time, "D lish 


solitude. 

The sentiment of religious sorrow, this reve- 
ry of the soul, which has no place in dramatic 
composition, in which the poet conceals and. 


and have no assurance, when he became unable Neeasing, and which can only be decided, by the 


loses himself, has »!so almost failed in the poe- 


ature of the north, and of the literature of the 


IV. All this poetry, belongs to the worldof % 


feeble, even in the greatest geniuses that it.can- 
not limit itself without sinking. Tobe govern- 


and other prospects only wastes and obscures 
it. Society was so brilliant in the 18th 9 


ject of attention; the saloons had .s® many 


that time, that there were new worlds to be 
explored. It seems, that he had fixed the eyes’ 


which no one had passed for a long time; these’ 


he ought to go there, it isa new country, But. 


party at tree trae, than a shrub or a rivulet. He. 


sions, to the ideas of the world, and of the . 


Virgil, you find not one epithet Which does not 


der.—Go out of this hall, you shall verfy the 


has nothing similar in his verse; he is only the. 
world, he is neither inspired by nature nor by 
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try of our two gréat petiods. La Fontain had|the summits of the Scotch highlands, charmed passion of faith. Excuse this digression, I re 
a love'of solitude} Masine would have had’ it, if|every body, by. its novelty, seduced every bo-|turn to the author of the nights. 
the court hadnot so quickly etichanted himand|dy, by its: singularity of genius, and prepared| At the epoch, in which Thompson reanimated 
if he ‘had promenaded longer in the orchards of| them for the still greater admiration, which some| the Englis rasa & b his beautiful poems of 
Port. Royal, than in the parks of Versailles, iti | time after was inspired by the facticious poetry | the seasons, this Dr. Young whom I have only. 
which there is'so much of art, that there is no} of Rosseau. bie described to you, as making great number of 
more ‘of nature,’ but the lively impression of the} But chat which charms, under the pretence of dedications, was suddenly called to another kind 
fields upon the sOul'of the poet was scarcely renewing the exhausted spirits, is it the essen- of poetry. At the age of nearly sixty years, @ 
less foreign to our elegant and pompous poetry. tially beautiful, essentially true? Itis here, that] new genius inspired him, in such a degree that 
Unde? less favorable sky, 'the English muse| we are going to enter into a very short detail, it came to be a passion of grief} truly unfortu« 
rendered itself'inaster of this beautiful subject, | which perhaps will be a little technical, but) ate, which in transporting the soul, caused him 
despised by ourmanners. It was neither calcu-| which, if it be possible, aspires to be a lesson| to pass to the rauk of a facticious writer, to the 
lation nor theory. ‘Thompson became the poet upon taste. | | rank of an eloquent man. Young lost in a few 
of the fields,as: Virgil was before him. Virgil] That which characterizes Virgil,this great poet, months, his wife, his daughter, anda young mar 
spent part of hisilife in the country; it was Roman | fo whom our admiration is blunted by the recita- | to whom she was promised. These three rapid 
life; war°and labour. “The misfortunes them-| tions of the college, and which we feet less per- losses, the sorrowful details of his misfortunes, 
selves of ‘civil war, have given something more|} ans, because this emotion itself seems like a| his stealthy cares to bury in a foreign and Cath- 
touching to this predilection for home, so often} common place. That which characterizes Vir- | Clic country, the remains of this beloved daugh- 
violated by military force in the midst of the di- gil, is an admirable sobriety of details, it is a| ‘et, every thing that went to agitate the soul of 
visions'commanded by victory, at one time of power to paint, to move and pass on rapidly, it Young, communicated to him something,which 

» Sylla; at another of Augustus. Thus Virgil! i, at once, a high degree of imagination and| 4S unknown to him. Her fureral rendered 
shews, in his verse two original characters. The precision. Virgil says, O! happy swains, did him a great poet. 


taste for the fields, which belongs to Roman! they but know their bliss—your soul rests, if it) eee 
life; and a sentiment of sorrow which has some- 


7s will, your soul dreams upon these words so mel- MISCELLANY. 
thing new, in the brilliant manners of southern odious, and which pass so quickly. The poet _— -- 
poletheism,.and was given to him, by the unfor-| jeayes you not, he does not detain you long, From the Southern Religious Telegraph. 
tunate times, in whicl: he lived. 


much less in the contemplation, of the anatomy THE FRIEND OF MY YOUTH, | 
Bat in ‘antiquity, and in some fine geniuses of} of nature. | Mr. Editor,—Not long since, visited the 


* the age of Louis XIV. the melancholy senti-| Now observe Thomson,-who nevertheless is| sick-bed of a friend of my youth. I had seen 
* ment shewed itself sometimes, but is not the 


t poet. I translate badly, it matters not, | hi , for the last t ' 
foundation itself of the poetry. It is a strong Big tt ea y him but seldom, for en years, He was 


you will perceive the English. ‘‘O; most happy| one of those men, who thought, that if he paid 


impression, rapidly effaced, either by that happy| of men, if he did but know his good fortune, who| his debts, was kind and affectionate to neigh- 
and lively existence under the beautiful sky of 


far from civil strife, retired in a valley with @|bors and charitable to the poor, it would an- 
Greece and Italy, or by these regular forms, Of| few choice friends, and drinks the pure pleasures| swer instead of faith in Christ. But the sequel 
asocial, pompous and learned life. It is not} of g country life.” There is here too mmch| well shows, that however men may satisfy them- 
merely, the difference of north and south, as poetry, and then, there is not enough. Instead| selves, with pleas of this kindgduring health ; 
* some ingenious writers suppose, which deter-| (Ff these charming and natural expressions, ‘‘sua yet, when the light of Rt to break 
mines\the- character of literature. ‘It is the! 5{ bona norint;” you have the phrase of the au-/ in upon the aa they then feel, that whatever 
union of every thing social. The imposing | thor; “drink the pure pleasures of life.” It is| may be the demands of God’s holy law, some- 
splendOur of the age of Louis the XIV. did not) not necessary to suppose, that poetry must al-| thing more than this is necessary to satisfy their 
admit of that long repose of the ‘soul upon it- ways employ images; it often consists in the use| own consciences. This ideais worthy the spe- 
self, or atleast, if such impressionscould be pro-| of the most simple words, for it is still more a| cial attention of those, who are trusting to mo- 
duced, they belonged entirely to religion. They} soul, than a language. “What though he has not} rality for salvation. The inquiry is not merely, 
were needed to separate the domains of com-| 4 magnificent palace, whose lofty gate each morn-| will it meet the demands of God’s law—but will 
mon and wulgarlife. It was in the depths ing pours forth a servile crowd of flatterers, who) it satisfy those claims, which even my own con- 
the oratory, at foot of the altar, that melancholy deceive, and in their turn are deceived,” adds} science says, God has on me? 
came to take refuge under the sacred name of! nothing to marie salutantum—and is less rapid.| As I sat by his side, I saw that disease had 
religion. The poet needs not to say every thing; he ought| made rapid progress on his system: when I 
On the contrary, in an age much more de- 


to allow us to think, to feel, he arouses your|/took him by the hand, it was parched with. 
tached from the austere forms of religion, me-| soul; but he need not fatigue it—‘what though | fever, the impression found its way to my heart, 
lancholy became necessary to man, as a supple-| he has notashining robe, whese colours reflect} he must soon sink. The situation of his soul 


ment, to elevate him by meditation. Melancho- ‘the splendour of mental purple, and are at once/ was immediately before my mind. The proba- 
ly was a sort of idealism, turned to religion,ex-| the pride and admiration of fools.” bility was, that in a few days, it must appear ip 


alting the soul without guiding it, they give to it} “There is here an overcharge of philosophy.| the presence of its God. Whatever was to be 
emotions, so prolonged, that they beceme moOn-) 4 poet is not a philosopher, he partakes not his|done, must be done promptly. The physician 
notonous, and they soon seemed facticious. sentiments, he gives them, he is not an epi-| was unable to reach the disease ; or in the least | 


After the same mauner, this love of the fields} gramatic moralist, he,is moved, and you are|to check its progress. J feared lest this might 
which in Virgil, is so spontaneous, so facile, as 


auld moved with him. hee be my case, in endeavoring to apply the reme- 
to-unite itself to a feeling of so fine a climate,} After this manner, Thomson, in the midst of|dy; provided for the maladies of the soul. The . 
and the pleasure of breathing the almost orien- 


a Sa images more grave, the smiling of rural nature} great difficulty would be to convince him, of the — 
tal air of Italy, in passing” under the sky of the] in the north, is naturally conducted to religious} necessity of a physician. Having introduced | 
north, becomes more severe, and more yloomy.| truths the most solemn and the most terrible —| the subject, I found that he was willing to lis- 
Now what real beauties can compensate for| Young always blends in his mournful poetry the|ten, while I talked to Mim about the concerns | 
this difference? What portion of originality;| image of the fields, and a feeble recollection of} of his soul. After a while, prayer was proposed. 
what uew charm" for ‘the. imagination can this| what he had seen in the world which he had| Having read part of the third of John, the ne- 4 
melaficholy and rural poetry offer, which, in| quitted. ; | cessity of a change of heart was insisted on, 
#@England,in the 18th century could inspire} We must, gentlemen, detain you with this|and the impracticability of making fhe applica- | 
Thompson and Young, and which was imme-| melancholy poetry. Its power still remains,and| tion, unless the diseased state of the soul was. 
diately taken by us as a foreign mode, in ex-| we find it in ghe verses*of Lord Byron. Scep-| realized and the necessity ofa cure felt. Ithen 
change for our theatre? ___ | ticism was his passion, his religion, if it be per-|adverted to his condition, as far as bodily sick- _ 
When the translation of the poem of the sea-| mitted to speak thus, as the faith of Thompson] ness was concerned. A few days since, your 
sons appeared in France, although the minds of|or of Young. It is the melancholy sentiment} friends might in vain have tried to persuade you 
all were preoccupied, with philosophy, with] transposed, peryerted; but it is always this same|to send for a physician, but now, you are quite 
verse, and with literature there was only a ra-| agitation of he soul, returning to its future des-| ready to do so; because, this prostration—this 
tional, and'an amiable society, yet this climate|tiny. Instead of religious melancholy you have| intense heat, which pervades your system, tells 
of the north, this delight given by tempests andja sceptical, and egotistical melancholy, you} you in terms, that you cannot possibly misun- 
storms, this admiration for the ice which covers! have the passion of doubt, in the place of thelderstand, that you are diseased. Now apply 
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this to. your soul, if you feel not its, diseased 
state, you cannot be induced to apply to the 


great physician of souls. He felt the force of 
the remarks. Having commended him to God 
in prayer, | left him, after promising to visit him 
soon. 

The next evening found me again at his bed- 
side. Almost the first thing he said, was, | 
thought you promised to come soon this morn- 
ing. I found him still in an inquiring and in- 
teresting state of mind, as it were, gradually 
feeling his way towards Christ. Hig state of 
mind could uot perhaps be more fully expres- 
sed, than by stating one question that he asked. 
Do you think that God can, or will (I forget 
which was his expression) forgive past sins ‘— 
This showed that he now felt, that he was a 
sinner—that he had renounced his former hope 
—that he must go to God for pardon—that 
there must be some ground, on which God 
could, consistently with the holimess of his 
character, pardon the transgressor—that noth- 
ing of this kind could be found in him. This 
opened the way, for presenting the atonement 
of Christ, as the foundation of pardon: that by 
means of this, the past sins of the returning 
prodigal could all be forgiven. That the only 
difficulty that stood in the way of his past and 
present sins being removed, was simply, wheth- 
er he would or would not make the application, 
through the mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
With this, he appeared to rest satisfied. 

I would here repeat a remark already made, 
that there must be something to satisfy the de- 
mands of the sinner’s own conscience; that sO 
far as justifying God, and condemning self, is 
concerned, it will not be necessary, in the great 
day of final retribution, to produce the holy law 
of God; but merely, to take that transcript, 
which is found written on every man’s heart. 

The last time I saw him, was early io the 
morning, near a week before he died. Soon 
afier, I entered his room, he requested me to 
take my seat beside him, then taking my hand 
between his, he said, J hope the Lord has bless- 
ed me, I want you to bless me too—meaning, I 
want you to pray with me. He seemed to be 
just in the condition of one who was convinced 
of the necessity of salvation—that he could not 
save himself—that Christ was an able and wil- 
- ling Saviour; therefore, 1 will trust upon him, 

‘and accordingly was resting on Christ, hoping 
through him, to find acceptance with God.— 
How far this was the case, the light of eternity 
alone will tell. This was the last time, that I 
stood by the bed of my dying friend. When I 
ed his hand and looked upon his emaciat- 
ed face, I felt, that it was the last time, until that 
day, when Jesus Christ shall appear for the con- 
solation of his people and the everlasting dis- 
may of all those, who put their trust in an arm 
of flesh. He inquired eagerly after his minister. 
I told him, that he was from home, that as soon 
as he returned, he would,yisit him. It was im- 
portant, that he and his iends, should know 
the real cause why his minister had not been to 
see him. it would strengthen the hold which 
he had on the affection of their hearts. This is 
indispensable to ministerial usefulness. 
But to. return to the narrative: the closing 
scene was one of some interest. When his 
astor arrived,*he was still able to converse.— 
or what passed during that time, I am indebt- 
ed to the pen of another. Were I in possession 
of what passed between them, it might serve to 
throw light upon his state of mind during this 
period of his illness, The only thing that { am 


in possession of, is his idea of ministerial duty 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


respecting the careless. Some are so: careless, 
that they will nat attend on the means of grace. 
Such had once been his condition, For them, 
his dying heart was troubled. Addressing his 


of their danger. What an appeal this, ye min- 
isters of the living God! It may be considered 
asa voice from eternity, —warn the careless 
On the morning of that day, on which he died, 
calling his aged mother to his. bedside and 
throwing his arms around her neck, he addres- 
sed her in language to the following amount: 
‘* Mother, you have not raised me as you ought; 
you are now old, let gro the world and secure 
the salvation of the soul.” He then felt the im- 
portance of a christian education, and the value 
ofa praying mother. Are youa parent? Can 
you form any idea, of what your feelings would be 
should your child, at some future period, throw 
his dying arms around your neck and tell you, 
that you have not trained him for Heaven ?— 
Soon after this address to his widowed mother, 
he closed his eyes on earthly scenes. Happy 
man, if even at the eleventh hour he found that 
morality would alone ruin his soul. amicus. 


BIBLE ANECDOTE. 
I had a striking oxample of the power of the 
Bible on the nied of an unbeliever, who was a 
determined opposer of the truth. 
At the house of a nobleman, where a large 
rty was assembled, I conversed with a captain 
in the navy, and a surgeon: the conversation 
was extremely painful to me, as they argued and 
cavilled angrily. I answered them from the 
Bible, which I held in my hand. Our host hav- 
ing listened to us for some time said, “ It ap- 
pears to me pevneentl, before answering these 
gentlemen from the Bible, that you should de- 
clare to them what it really is, because I am 
aware that your antagonists are not convinced 
of the divinity of that book.” . “ What! my 
Lord,” replied I, “if I were to draw the cap- 
tain’s sword, aad wound him therewith, would 
it be requisite to make hitn sensible that he was 
wounded that this gentleman (the surgevn) 
should testify; Ist. That the sword is of good 
steel; 2d. That the blade has akeen edge; 3d. 
That the muscles amd veins being cut, this gen- 
tleman is obliged to feel? Is not the poof ofa 
sword being a sword , demonstrated by its point 
and edge? And think you, that the everlasting 
Gop, who has spokein this word, which he de 
clares to be sharper than any two-edged sword, 
has not given toit a sufficient efficacy to strike 
and penetrate the cpnscience of one of his crea- 
tures! a man! a sinner! No, gentlemen,” 
continued I firmly; (several of the rest of the 
company were now around us, and listened 
with apparent interest;) ‘no's I do not believe 
that the truths contained in this holy volume 
require that to bo recognised as such, man must 
affix the seal of his approbation, or; that the 
true and living light cannot enlighten the under- 
standing of a mortal, until the feetid & vacillating 
flame of the lamp of reason is united thereto. 
Upon this, the captain withdrew to the recess 
of the window; while I answered several ques- 
tions concerning faith, & its consequent peace. 
The captain appearedyagitated; after some 
minutes had elapsed, he returned. tous, and said 
to me, with visible emotion, ‘ Pray, tell me, if 
the habitual joy and security which you now 
possess are the results of the principles which 
you ‘Sir,’”’ replied affectionately, 
‘‘ whenever I expose myself to the rays of the 
‘sun, I receive not only Jight but heat therefrom. 


pastor he said, visit the caneLess and warn them|h 


In like maaner, whenever J read or meditate on 


the word of truth and lifepl.expérienéé the same 
effect in my .soul, because it is impossible to 
contemplate ‘hy faith, Jeeus to,Son of the Fa- 
THER, and the brightness of his glory, without 
aving a deep sense ofthe vivifying hight ‘which 
emanates from, aud beams in Him.” 
‘‘Upon my honor!’ exclaimed the 
‘‘T begin to believe that-you are in the 
[ never so earnestly desired, a8 1 now do, to 
know that happiness which you possesseeJn- 
deed, Sir, I deem you the happiest of men, and 
I would give the half of my fortune to think as 
you do.”’ I smiled and replied, ‘‘ Your honor 
is'only that of a’ poor sinner, make it not then 
your stay ; as to the happiness which I possess, 
it cost me nothing, and Gon will pot eell it dear- 
erto you than he has done to me.” ‘ What 
then must I do to obtain it 2” rejoined the Cap- 
tain in a tone of vexation,.. ‘‘ You, must.lend a 
willing ear, and apply your heart.”’ replied I, “to 
the words of the apostle James» Wherefore, 
lay apart all filthiness, and stperfluity of naugh- 
liness, and receive with meekness the inareed 
word, which is able to save your souls,’?).4°We 
must confess,’’ said our host, “ that the: means 
are easy, and the doctrine which we’ have ' just 
heard, powerfully attractive.” 
am ignorant in what measure auditors 
really believed, but! have always felt persuaded, 
that the testimony of Goo, was on day pow- 
erfully brought home to the heart of ove, to 
whom every argument, and every evidencethat 
human reason could advance, had proved un- 
availing. The heartof this man was undoubted- 
ly moved by the voice of the AtmronTy, speak- 
ing in His word, and this logician, who doubtless 
had often endeavored by the subtlety of logic 
to argue against others, found himself vanquish- 
ed before the wisdom of the Omnipotent Saviour 
who destroys the wisdom of the wisse, and by 
the preaching of the Gospel, makes foolish the 
wisdom of the world.—Malan's Gospel Seeds. 


OBITUARY 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
On the evening of the 24th inst. Brother 
Jesse Patterson was called from his’ statidn in 
the church, to the inheritance of the saints in 
light. His interesting family, together with our 
church, have sustained, indeed, a severe joss. 
‘Oh, Lord, how unsearchable are thy: jad 
ments! and thy ways past finding out!” 
Brother Patterson after being attached {6 the 
M. E. Church a few years, seceeded, at» the 
forming of the first M. P. class at Providence 
Meeting House, of which class he was shortly 
after elected leader. He was a man of very re. 
gular habits and of, solid piety. His constant 
attendance at therhouse; of God, as well a¥ his 
solicitude for the prosperity of our infant'éom- 
munity are well known here, and the logs of his 
active public services is now, and will be long 
severly felt. Hot» 
But he is gone! and his end was peace !— 
Oh, who that had the privilege of visiting him 
during his last illness, can ever forget the,con- 


fidence and the triumph he exhibited ! >! 
the staff o ng 


he feared no evil, for rhe rod and 
God did comfort him through the shadowy ¥ale ! 
Yes, the Christian’s course is run, 
Ended is the glorious strife; 
Fought the fight, the work is. done, 
Death is swallow’d up in‘ life. 
Borne by angels on their wings, 
Far from earth the spirit fles ; 
Finds his God, and sits, and sings, 
Trigmphant in paradise! W. 
Reisterstown Ct, Jan. 29th, 1834, 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestans. 
_ A CHRISTMAS PASTORAL. 


| Persone—Shepherds, and Angels. 


Ist siete 
~ Behold how soon the morning breaks! | 
These beams the opening day bespeaks: 
The swiftly glancing rays of light 
_ Snvade the darkness of the is 
But lo! that heav'nly form! I 
Some wonderful event is near. 


ved Shepherd. 
This strange unusual 
Premonishes some great even 
When Heaven’s inhabitants et 
rising tidings must atten 
Aud whies to sinful creatures brought 
 \Wemay expect with judgment fraught. 
Tous the herald bends his flight! 


tremble with affright. 


Shepherd. 
Whether in anger or in love 
'Tis strange that angels from above 
Should visit us. Can humble swains 
Be noticed where Jehovah reigns? 
Can it be mercy Which comes down 
_ To bless the swains of Bethlehems town? 
rising would such tidings be 
o such unworthy worms as we. 
i wrath; though *tis our just reward 
Would God us rebels so re 
This sight confounds both earth and a 


Good Heav'n defend us, or we die! 
Lo! the celestial guest is nigh! 


Ye humble swains dismiss your fear, 
No messages of wrath 
I, Gabriel am whose wing expands 
Whenever the Most High commands, 
“To bear his love—divine employ— 
saints vi of convoy. 
¢ kings who re gs on 
Who Ceasar’s ts y; 
To dwell Pell with men of humble sit 
ay me this joyful task ass 
~ The wonders of his love to te 


". Great tidings of great joy I bring, 
t earth loud ring. 
The kingd 

‘earth shall never cease, 


om of the Prince of peace, 
| Tit al his sceptre own 


i To ou the mes down, 
Go shepherds, go to David’s town, 
aaa seek him not in rich displa uy 

' Lord of ali the heav’ns con ty 
Pho’ of ‘all pow’r in earth | 
tye the glory all aside 
And pours on ‘human pete: 


in the mansions of the 
Nor palaces nor courts of state, 
Wor in the inn where trav’lers fare, 
No room was found for Jesus there. 

But lowly in’a manger lies, 
The mighty Monareh of theskies. 
In swaddling bands the babe you'll find, 
The Lord and Saviour of mankind, . 


Go shepherds your Redeemer see 
Adore’ the Incarnate Deity. 


— 
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O what delight the tidings bring, | 

_ Thou herald of our God and King; 
Sweet is the message of his grace, 
To sinners of a fallen race; . 

_ Blest herald tell the news around 

‘Till all shall kpow the joyful sound. 
Hark, hark what music floats in air, 
Behold a heavenly host are there. 


Host of Angels. 


Glory to God who reigns shore, 

On earth the branch of peace shall wave, 
Good will to man. The God of love, 
Hath sent his Son the world to save! 


lst Shepherd. 


Arise, my friends, spontaneous rise 

Obey the mandate of the skies; 

To David’s city let us faoes.. 

And see the woman’s promised seed; 

The stem of Jesse buds again 

And Shilo comes on earth to reign; 

The branch that springs from David's root; 
Shall yield the nations heavenly fruit, 
Messiah on earth, 

The angel us of his birth. 


2nd Shepherd. 


To David's ci es, we'll go, 
Altho’ de void ot Hud. and show, 
Earth’s highest we'll despise, 
Lo! in a manger Jesus lies: 

Thou Bethlehem art exalted most 
Of all the towns of Judah’s coast, 
In thee on this auspicious morn 

Is Israel's mighty Ruler born. 


3rd Shepherd. | | 
Secure shall Shepherd Keeps” 
ecure sha ee 
Whilé we obedient to his word, nd 
With one consent go seek the Lord! 
With singing let us go along, 
The angels song shall be our soag- 
Shepherds. 
Unto God be all the glory, 
Love and mercy unto men, 
We'll repeat the blissful story, 


Sing redeeming love again, 
Hallelujah! 


‘Bing redeeming love again. 


O thou Captain of salvation, 
Peace shall all thy steps attend, 
a | visit ev’ry nation, 
ill the march of time shall end, 
Hallelujah! 
Till the march of time shiall end. Prtsio 


BALTIMORE: 


| 


_ | ed in proSpect to those who have long borne the burden 


and female, and never has’there been witnessed more 
deep and constant devotion in our assemblies. The ex- 
ercises were varied according to circumstances. The 
sermons #nd exhortations were of the most pointed and 
interesting character, well calculated to rouse the supine 
and cold professor to build up the humble believer in 
Jesus, and to impel most affectionately and powerfully 
the sinner “to flee the wrath to tome.” The people 
heard w.th intense interest—Saints rejoiced in God their 
Saviour, while the cry of the penitent went up as sweet 
incense tothe throne of Divine Grace. Heaven appear- 


and heat of the Christian pilgrim’s day; the lambs of 
the flock were permitted to recline on the arm of their 
Divine Redeemer, and mourners vere pointed success- 
fully to the Lamb of God. 

We have hope that the good work is just as it were in 
its commencement. The services were delightful, and 
we have no doubt acceptable to God. The conversions 
were of the most decided and satisfactory character 
| while those who were in pursuit of the knowledge of 
pardoned sin, gave unequivocal demonstration that they 
were determined never to rest until they were personal- 
_| ly in possession of the love of God shed abroad in their 
hearts. 

Mighty faith and wrestling prayer were evidently pre- 
valent with God. The members, male and female, en- 
joyed much liberty in calling upon the most High—the 
Lord was in the midst, and His presence and power 
were felt and acknowledged. Many exclaimed with holy 
joy, “It is good to be here”—while others said in their 
hearts, 


“My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 

And sit and sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss.” 


Who that is a friend to our cause and church but feels 
gratified at the weekly reports of our prosperity? The 
seal of Divine approbation is continually on our proper 
and pious efforis—and the day, we think, is not distant, 
if we are faithful to God, when our church shall rank 
amongst the most numerous, as she does now (in propor- 
tion to her numbers) amongst the most useful. 

Our time is so occupied in providing ways and means 
to meet onr business engagements, that we are prevent- 
ed from taking up the subject of the good prospects of 
our infant Church. Will some of our correspondents 
who have marked our progress, supply our lack? 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1834. 


P. B. H. on Dress, and O. H. on our Children, will ap- 
pear next week. Will not many others, both ministers 


and Members, come out on this subject? Why are not 


and | #!! our children seen regularly at church? Weanswer, 
friends abroad, that the West Baltimore Station has en-| ‘Pt the fault lies generally with the parents, either by 
joyed an unasually sweet and heavenly ind duri their indifference, or their improper indulgence, or their 


the past two weeks. 


want of an affectionate mannertowards them. We ask, 


by are not our children general] 
A number of the brethren united in the purpose of | generally 
holding a protracted meeting in the basement of St, Lord’s supper is administered? 


John’s Church for one week, at the end of which time,it 
was determined to continue it every night (Saturday 


night excepted) during the next. 


Each succeeding occasion brought renewed interest 
while the congregations increased in number and devo- 
tional feeling. Several of our city ministers were in at- 


| 
The Books ordered, but not yet forwarded, will be 
sent in a few days, or as early as the navigation is free 


from ice. The Agent will be glad to receiye more or- 
ders for Books. 


tendance, also Raster, of New York Coffe. 


ence, Rev. Dr. Jacob M. Jennings, of the Virginia Con- | sate TERMS. 
ference, and Rev. S. J. Harris, of North Carolina Con- 
ference, and in addition the Rev. Mr. Jewett, of one of 
the Presbyterian'Churches in Pennsylvania, with occa- 


sional visits from other brethren in the ministry. 


Never has there been’ a religious meeting better sus- 


tained by the personal attendance of our mem embers, male % March, 1834. . 


“The price of this paper is $1 until the first of June 


next. No paper will be sent unless the price is forward- 
ed in advance, post paid. - 


Former subscribers who not paid i in advance,will 
be charged $1.50, unless: they remit the 
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